Addison: Ankylosis of both Hip-joints another similar case i; a girl; so that he had seen three instances in two years. The books led one to believe they were rarer than that, and probably many more cases were seen than were reported; doctors not thinking the matter sufficiently interesting to report. He believed the prognosis as regards life was just as good as if the heart was not transposed. He did not think there was any special liability to endocarditis, such as is the case in congenital malformations of the heart. Perhaps others had seen patients in which the heart was affected.
Dr. F. J. POYNTON said be believed that in this case the heart was affected, and that was so also in another case he had seen of similar nature. That was interesting considering the rarity of the condition. If the heart was on the right side of the body he thought there was, for some reason, more liability to endocarditis.
Dr. LANGMEAD said he had seen two such cases in the last two years in which endocarditis came on, and was ultimately fatal. Post mortem the heart was found to be on the right side in each, and the presence of acquired endocarditis was demonstrated. This was interesting in view of the fact that the girl exhibited had chorea.
Dr. PARKES WEBER asked whether members considered that congenital transposition of viscera was associated with so decided a tendency to disease (even after adult life had been reached) that, when examining for life assurance, there was justification for recommending an extra rating if transposition of viscera was found to be present, even when no actual disease of the heart or other organs could be detected.
Dr. WHIPHAM, in reply to Dr. Weber, said if a person with transposition of the viscera had reached adult life and presented no signs of endocardial lesion when examined for life assurance, he would be inclined to accept him at the ordinary rates.
Ankylosis of both Hip-joints. By 0. L. ADDISON, F.R.C.S. MALE, aged 7, has been walking badly and has had pain in left knee for six months; was sent to fever hospital one year ago for scarlet fever and remained in hospital for four months; has had no other illness. X-ray shows no bony change.
Mr. Addison stated that he ascribed the condition to the scarlet fever. The first thing the mother noticed was that two months after he had been out he was walking badly.
